COPYRIGHT & LICENSING—RESOURCES

Information about copyright law, legal cases testing the letter of the law, experts’ interpretation of the law, and discussions about the impact of digital materials are widely available at web sites and in books. Following are a few sites that provide valuable information about copyright as well as links to additional useful sites, including links to some international resources.

American Library Association (ALA)

URL: http://www.ala.org/work/copyright.html
ALA provides excellent background information and articles discussing copyright law and implications—particularly to public and educational libraries. The site also has useful links to legislative information regarding copyright.

Canadian Intellectual Property Office

URL: http://cipo.gc.ca/
This site includes Canadian forms, FAQs about Canadian copyright law, registration information and legislation.

Copyright Clearance Center

URL:  http://www.copyright.com
This site has useful resources, such as news about copyright law, guidelines for photocopying and ILL, a template for a copyright policy, links to lists and collections of information about copyright, links to copyright organizations outside of the United States, links to other US organizations with an interest in copyright. There is also information about CCC services to help organizations manage and comply with copyright law.

Licensingmodels.com

URL: http://www.licensingmodels.com/
This site contains a suite of standard licenses designed for the acquisition of electronic journals and other electronic resources. The models have been sponsored by and developed in close co-operation with five major subscription agents: Blackwell, Dawson, EBSCO, Harrassowitz and Swets.

Special Libraries Association (SLA) 

URL:  http://www.sla.org/membership/irc/copyright.html
SLA provides a list of selected references on copyright and special libraries.

United States Copyright Office

URL: http://lcweb.loc.gov/copyright
Provides general background information and FAQs, forms, text of the copyright law—including the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (recent legislation intending to update copyright law) and includes links to international copyright law sites. The site includes information on licensing and the Freedom of Information act, Federal Register notices, and new/pending legislation in the copyright area.

World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)

URL: http://www.wipo.org/
WIPO is a body of the United Nations. Their site provides details of the WIPO Copyright Treaty, and an overview of international protection of copyright and neighboring rights. It includes substantive information on the Berne Convention. Information at this site is available in English, French, and Spanish.

Digital Rights Management Software

Copyright protection schemes like cryptographic envelopes or digital watermarks have not yet gained widespread acceptance in the market place, in part because of standardization issues.

To learn more about Digital Rights Management technology, take a look at InterTrust’s Digital Rights Management system site.

URL:  http://wwwintertrust.com
This site includes a technology overview and provides practical examples of how the software might be used to protect digital media from piracy.
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